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COLLECTION OF ADDRESSES BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
MATSUOKA, YOSUKI - 1941 


The great spirit, which is originally the tradition of our country 
since the foundation of the state, is HAKKO ICHIU, namely to prosmlgate 
the moral principles over the world and to let the whole nation be 
placed in their right post and it is needless to say that the imperial 
diplomacy fundamentally has to play an important role in spreading this 
great epirit all over the world and towards the accomplishment of the 
holy task of realizing thie grand ideal on the earth. However, con- 
sidering the present situation of cur country, as an actual problem 
of forolen policy, thore are such constantly important problems before 
our eyes as how we should maintain the Japanese population which ie 
remarkaodly increasing annually and how we should heighten the level of 
our national wealth which is strikingly lower in comparison with those 
of the two Buropean and American powers, tho British Empire and America. 
In order to solve thase problems, the governments haa hees erying for many 
years to develop our people in furviga cowntries by means of foreign 
trade, emigration and oversea enterprise. But the various countries 
in Europe and Amorica have been and are actually disttirbing JAPAN by 
means of the prohibition or the limitation of her emigration and the 
levy of high custom duty upon the Japanese commodities and every other 
measure. 


The MANCHURIAN Incident was an exaltation of the National spirit; 
but in a way, we can say that it was an explosion caused by the oppression 
of the peaceful development of JAPAN by the Burope and American powers. 


"I have, in fact, observed minutely the trend of the world and 
chiefly the relation between JAPAN and CHINA and the trends of the 
both countries in East Asia, etc., and come to a view long éince, by 
which I have been more firnly impressed with the outbreak of the CHINA 
Incident. The present CHINA Incident differs fundamentally in its 
nature from such wars as caused by the Kings' ambition or simply the 
material desire, and a traditional or a sudden feeling and dispute or 
by the utilitarian conflict between the cepitalistic countries. That is 
to say, the fundamental cause of the Sino-Japanese conflicts was ideological. 
There may be, of course, many other causee of secondary, thirdly importance, 
but, after all, its fundamental ought to be understood well by everyone 
of us as the dispute of ideology. I have been trying these several 
years to persuade some persons about this matter. It is that we have 
been strongly holding such an ideology as our empire should settle the 
situation throughout East Asia by our harmonious cooperation with CHINA 
to the East." 


"In short, JAPAN has no intention to annex the terr/tory and 
conquer or exploit the nation in this zone as Burope and America did. 
On the contrary, JAPAN will liberate the native from the vressure of 
the Imperialiem and treat them as a brother in place of a slave and 
have relations of interdeoendence with them. Our Empire intended to 
carry out such policies noither for reasons of our constraint for 
other countries nor our judgment of these as the prudent measures in 
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view of the present cira.mstances cf the world, but only for reasons 

of our foar for a God. The fact that our country is a divine country 
means, in a way, that there will de the grace of Neaven whon our 
country will go forward in accordance with the divine will and if we 
act against it we'll be prnished by Heaven. Consequentiy, in executing 
our national diplomatic policy, the fact that Japan is a divine country 
must be considered." 


“Our future is really of much difficulites. I think our country 
must, firet of all, make every cffurt to esvablish a etrong armed 
country, unifying 100 mitiion peovle in one and at the same tine to 
have the closer econ mic résatlons in the Great E-st Asia Co-Frozperity 
Sphere. The fact that tne Minieter of Commorca and Industry KOSAYASHI, 
a special envoy to Dutch Inftes, te new negoilating, reiates to this 
meaning and the fact that a eperial envoy 49 gotng to be sent also to 
French Indo-Chine, te!is us tha eare puyese, am’ we shovld like to 
make the cooperation 1.i2h Siam and others more firm. By the wey, 

I must add a word about this treaty; it ie how shall we deal with our 
Russian relation." 


Lookins Back at tho Establishment of MANCHUZUO 


I have an honor to eive my exprersions today at the eighth 
anniversary of the recognition of MANCEUKUO. 


MANCHURIA might be called as my second native place and I shall 
be related to MANCHURIA and MONGOLIA five times, if I count my journey 
to Geneva in 1932 in connection with the MANCHURIAN Incident in addition 
to my four times stay in MANCHURIA since my first step to MANCHURIA as 
a twenty seven years old young official over thirty years ago until I 
left the post of the Presitent of the Manchurian Railway Co, last year. 
It seems as if belonged to a quite different age when we compare today's 
MANCHUKUO with MANCHURIA ani MONGOLIA before the Incident. There has 
never been such a country in the world history, which has made so rapid 
progress only in eight years. Recalling the scndition of MANCHURIA 
and MONGOLIA just before the Incident, it was reaily out of description. 
The rights and interests we gained at the sacrifice of 100 thousand 
lives and two bill’oa national funds ducing both ware of the Sino 
Japanese and the Russo-Japanese, have mostly come to be on the brink 
of ruin at last in the cxvse of both odntructions by certain European 
and American countries and the conepiracies and devices by China and. 
Chang's family and our waak-kneed diplomacy. The fact that our people 
had by and by forgotton or become indifferent to the actuality that we 
had paid dearly and that MANCHURIA and MONGOLIA were essential to the 
existence of our country, that is to say, they were our life line and 
furthermore had a great importance to the whole situation of East 
Asia, should be one of the reasons that such a pitiful circumstances 
have been brought about. While the Chinese became wild with excitement 
at the withdrawal of the South Manchurian Railway and the Port Arthur 
and Dairen, there were such persons even among the famous politicians as 
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advocated beldlythe abandonment of MANOTURIA and MONGOLIA as if in cooper 
tion with the Chinese. ‘The Chinese side, erowine impradent day by Cay, 
and paying no attention to our frequent protests ac well as the regula- 
tions of the treaty, conetructo’ ¢ parallel ilne to the MMNCHUPTAN Rail- 
way and planned even the outflanking line at Lazt anc projecied to 
strike out our position, riglte and interests in MANCHURLA aaa MONGOLIA 
together with the MANCHURIAN Railway Company. what we aniwered reninst 
these reckless attempts at that time was nothing but tho reocns of the 
verbal protests, Rerevpon, she became imprudent nore and move nud tried 
to drive the Japanese out of the earth of MANCAUM1A ani VoaGOLl\ et one 
effort. Our people, however, were still more inlifler ut ani the gov- 
ernment, which might had had a serious illusion, beuryot with deforcnce 
and showed even a flattery. This indifferent eui epiriviers attisuce 

of our governmsnt and the people caused her to ercw tar rnii-Jaonn up to 
the insult for the Japanese and there hnppened at 1st cush doplorable 
evente as the MANPAOSHAN Evont of 1931 and Gaptain WAKAMURA's Cimuziter 
Event. Bht the government authorities at that tin raintainea their 
calmness yet an‘ seemed not to be surprised at all, Tay, of course, 
took it the mos rustic to get anpry «ni were cool-headod, but our 

200 thousand inhabitants and the Inperinl Army there could not stand 
any. more, Then, the MAUCHURIAN Incident broko out xe it should neturally. 
‘Qur national-bl¢od stirrod up. Recalling it now, one blow nt RYUJOKO 
was itself the yesitive counter-attack and cxaltation of the Jepanese 
spirit and awakenod the Japanese people from theix long seep and mide the 
revival of the Japanese epirit and started them for the éGisplay of the 
true nature of tic Imperial Japan, I believe, Otherwise, who would 

now have control: ed” MANCHURIA and MONGOLTAY Nay, where ehould JaPal 
have fallen down now? 1!m etruck with terror when I imagine such 4 
matter, China brought an action to the League of Nations. There were { 
consicerablo numtcr °f persons in the government ani tho people at that 
time who embracet. tho League Gxpromacy Principle or rether fenred it 

in their hearts then resvected, The Lenguo tried to control Japan to their 
dost and dieoatcl.e¢ the famouse Lytvon Investigation Committee co the 
Far East and treited Japan as if a dofendant. Both the vapmnese govern- 
ment and the people did not even refure the committecs snc its party to 
proceod majestically, as if the former wore, I worcor, 4nsensibl? or 
afraic of the latter in their hearts. Yeu cannot have Zorg: tten the 
spiritlees face of Janan at that time, How woul? it rave veon if it 
wore today? I think they woul? not have come with suca on oaverbenring 
faces as betraye: "I'll pass judgment on your qusrryl ené even if not 
B0 we would refuce it avay." Thinking thus, we orcest.ucs with wonder 

at the chenge of timos. Cur pecple mst not for7-t she timid and poor- 
looking figare cf our country in those Anys, losing cp 10 the ernctous 
and splencid Imperial Jepan of today. f vou vill be falien in annosia, 
you will have an awful exmorience exain as before, Troy atteupted to 
record MANCRURL/ and MONGOLIA, on whach they had never shed a Cro> of 
blood or never touched a finger, on tho Iytton Reports ané to ;lace 
thom under the /nternational administr°iion in accor@ence with their 
advice, I brlioe thet there has never beer. in the aistory of the 
human race such orevicus instance as the noneeneicel, ridiculous and 
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audacious conspiracy was projected to be force on » large country, 
But, viewing from the situation at that time, it js 1” oucstion whothor 
they were wrong or Japnn was wrong who caused heracif sneh unrensonwdle 
attitude or an insult, I think tho attitude or the intantion oz tho 
government and the perple at that time should ve prrily responr vie 

for it, 


The revived Japanese epirit hao bo corie clonrer day by “oy ond 
refused at last such devices and afvices, “hut is to say, the 24th 
day in February of 1931, together with the 18th in Ssptowber of 1929, 
ie the memorial ‘ay which ought not to be forg ttun vy sno YAMATO 
race, The rovival of tho Japenese epirit which str cvod wits the one 
stroke at RYUJOKO was achieved with the acticn of tho secession from tho 
Lencue of Natione, The 2+th day in Fobruary of 1941, whon the 
Imperial Japan challenged bravely the hypocricy, which is 1 charnct sristic 
of the present civilization, will remain lone rec rded in the history 
of the world, This in the “ay-fn whicr Jepan set the world on tho road to 
the estabdlishnent of = true and reA perce of the werlé and Javnn, 
on that day, gave a final blow to tho false orzenivation of strtus quo. 
In those daye I stated, in my frrevell atéross, thit one who would be 
injured by imprudent action (tho drcision of the ninoteon comaittee 
meeting) ie nct Japan, but the League of Nations, but I wonder where 
the Leaguo is now and what it is dofng, Then, the Iaperial Japan an¢é 
the Japanese Spirit that started on the course of the revival has beon 
advancing forward speedily since then, Japan has been thrown in a 
serious situation through her dash after dash in these nine 7 s.Arse As. 
well as the world, It is Just like a drean, Thore ‘avo bowen so mony 
changes, I can't helyv boing surprised at the ver, s lenéia feature of 
Japan when we think of the poor-looking and epiritless Japan of just 
nine yeare ago, It is far more than to say that it boicnes {2 the 
aifferent age, For us wh» heve had some knowlods> bony MANCHURTA 
ana MONGOLIA these over thirty years and seo today's MAXNCYUKVO waich 
was born just oight yenre aco, it is rather eurprisine an¢é. drea uy 
matter, I have always insited that MANCHURTA and MONGOLIA is the key 
to stabilize the wholo eituction of Eaet Asie, end even now I still 
believo it firmly, As to the continontal policy, the bace of our 
holy task, which is to be rerlized in Asia, lico still in MANCHURIA 
andi MONGOLIA and this base will not probrbly to cwazed for rbcut A 
half century. The work of the cetablishnent o° M\CHUKUO is the first 
step of the Reconstruction of the New Order in Fast Aria and at the 
same time was the herald of the consirucvion of the Worl? New Order 
and ite position in the world history ehould be a :ic to be very 
important, The true significance of the MANCHURIAN Incicent will be 
reslized for the first time when the reconstruction or the New Order in East 
Asia will be accomlished, for which we are now makine every en¢eavor, Ail 
changes in Ernst Asia since the MANCBURIAN Incident until now are, that is 
to say, to bo incor-oratod in ne and the true meaning of the MANCHURIAN 
Incident and the establishment of MANCKUAUO will becoue clear at the tine 
whon the UHTINA Incident will be fundamentally seitiedt, and also the recon- 
struction of the New Order in Fest Acia is indivisible from the arreng- 
ment of the domestic affairs, Even if wo ?reaa oo? the reeonetruction of 
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now order in East Asin, or moreovor throughout the world, while main- 
taining the status gio in the internal erfeire, thie atterpt is 
impracticable, I believe firmly that the now ordor of Zact Asia, nay, 
of the world, will be sztabidahed on!y when our country will estatlish 
the political orga: iu-tion aesistod by the whole nation and based upon 
- thie really gractocy national policy, and will assume exhavetively 
the actyaliy Jepanized totalitarianism meacing thet "all the people 
should be united to the Suirror with hearty gladness and faithfulness" 
and will carry out iho dinicuntic volteiaw ord ginated in the Imperial 
way, When we in thin omer cnoy o: today, ‘hink of the eignificance of 
MANCHUKUO again ar? vooali tho cirsunsetances before and avter the 
foundation, and wroover Sxviae to mind the foture of the manizind in 
trouble in looking siraigut at the uaprecsecert etir and the confusion 
of the worl¢, we Kio aro the peuple of Baat Aria, can't helo being 
stirreé. up, Wo mat be deter>'nod .o devote ourselves in overcoming 
the 4ifficultice under the ete-nz convistion of "The Light from the 
East" and "The New Ordo: By Ua," 
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